Christmas 2011
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Have a Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Dear Ones,

This year, Christmas is almost bittersweet. It is sweet, because it is the celebration of Jesus’ birth. We are so grateful Jesus left heaven’s glory to come to earth. He became one of us, so we could become one of His family. Nothing compares with the love He has for us. We are grateful to share Christmas day with family in Ohio and later in the week, with David’s family gathered in GA. We plan to stay in GA and fly from Atlanta to Africa — Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, and South Africa.

Christmas, at this time, is difficult for us because it is surrounded with extreme busyness to prepare ourselves for our Africa trip 1/10 -3/30. We do not have the usual amount of time to shop, bake, enjoy Christmas activities with friends, and participate in special Christmas activities — all things we would love to do. We are feeling the pressure of setting schedules, purchasing things for the trip, packing, studying, writing messages, corresponding and talking by phone with our African friends to finalize our plans. These feelings are mixed with the excitement of seeing God supply the resources we need for the trip, provide a team of 5 men to join us in Kenya for a two week work project, and of fulfilling the purpose God has, to use us to be a blessing. We are actually going, Lord willing!

As this year draws to a close, we recall many of God’s blessings and answers to prayer. We would like to praise Him by sharing a few of them.
1) James & Kyleen De Jong & family were with us to see the New Year in.
2)  The marriage of our close friends, Harold and Sharon Gwin, on January 6.
3)  Wesley David De Jong (Tim – Nathan) born January 27(picture - March Update).
4)  David’s successful left hip replacement in January.
5)  Rex (Sylvia’s son) and his son Madison came for Rhonda’s birthday in Feb.
6)  A visit from Prudence (our African widow friend) in May.
7)  Joshua David Reichman (Mark – Veronica) born10/14. Our 12th great grandchild.
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Veronica, Joshua, and Mike
8)  Kim Miatke (Rex’s wife) recovering well from almost dying with Crohn’s in Oct.
9)  A visit from Joseph Kavuli (from Kenya) in June and again in November.
10) A “taste of Africa” (food prepared by Joseph & Sylvia) for Kenya Team. 

May the joy of Christ be your strength, 
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